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	Book, Sub-title
	Genesis: The Beginning



	Background


	Written by Moses at the time of the Exodus (1446 BC), 

possibly using patriarchal records



	Theme


	Explains to the Israelites how they came to be in Egypt

and their special  covenant relationship with the LORD


	Outline


	Creation, the Fall, the Flood, Babel, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph

	Key Verse


	“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen 1:1, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title
	Exodus: Leaving Egypt



	Background


	Written by Moses soon after the Exodus (after 1446 BC)

	Theme


	The establishment of a National Covenant

	Outline


	Redemption from Egypt and Revelation of the Covenant

	Key Verse


	"You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." (Exod 19:4-6, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Leviticus: The Holiness of God



	Background


	Written by Moses at Sinai, immediately following the Exodus (1445 BC)

	Theme


	The Levitical Laws

	Outline


	Approaching God and Maintaining Fellowship with God

	Key Verse


	"I am the LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God;

therefore be holy, because I am holy.” (Lev 11:45, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Numbers: Desert Wanderings



	Background


	Moses records events of the journey from Sinai to the Promised Land (1445-1405 BC)

	Theme
	Unfaithfulness of Israel and the faithfulness of God



	Outline
	Grumblings from Sinai to Kadish, Desert Wanderings from Kadish to Moab,

and Anticipation of entry into Promised Land



	Key Verse


	"Not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times-- not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it." (Num 14:22-23, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Deuteronomy: The Law Renewed



	Background


	Moses mediates for a new generation prior to his death (1405 BC)

	Theme
	A covenant between the LORD and His people



	Outline


	The Covenant Mediator, History, Stipulations, Ratification, and Continuance

	Key Verse


	"And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God,

to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?" (Deut 10:12-13, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Joshua: Conquest of Canaan



	Background


	During the time of the Judges, an eyewitness records the events under Joshua, successor to Moses

	Theme
	The LORD gives Canaan to the Israelites



	Outline
	The Conquest and Settlement of the land of Canaan



	Key Verse


	Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night,

so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  (Josh 1:8, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Judges: Cycles of Faith



	Background
	During the lifetime of Samuel the events of the Judges were recorded



	Theme
	Cycles of Israel's unfaithfulness and the LORD's faithfulness



	Outline
	Introduction, 6 cycles, and moral decay



	Key Verse


	"In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit." (Judg 21:25, NIV)


	Book, Sub-title
	Ruth: The Foreign Widow



	Background
	Events took place during the time of the Judges



	Theme
	God’s mercies



	Outline
	Departure and return, Ruth's work, the kinsman's redemption



	Key Verse


	"But Ruth replied, 'Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.'"

(Ruth 1:16, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	First Samuel: A Prophet and a King



	Background


	Written shortly after the reign of David, perhaps using earlier records and eyewitness accounts.   The books of Samuel and Kings are a continuous record

	Theme
	The institution of the Monarchy and Prophets



	Outline
	Samuel, Saul, and pre-king David



	Key Verse


	"But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command."

(1 Sam 13:14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Samuel: King David



	Background


	The books of Samuel and Kings are a continuous record written shortly after the reign of David, perhaps using earlier records and eyewitness accounts



	Theme
	King David’s Reign



	Outline
	David King in Hebron, Jerusalem, and his later years



	Key Verse


	"Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever." (2 Sam 7:16, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	First Kings: United and Divided Kingdoms



	Background
	Probably put in final form during the Exile using historical records



	Theme
	God’s faithfulness to Judah and Israel



	Outline
	Solomon’s Reign and the Early Divided Kingdom



	Key Verse


	"So the LORD said to Solomon, 'Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.'" (1st Kings 11:11-13, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Kings: Decline and Exile



	Background
	Probably put in final form during the Exile using historical records



	Theme
	Events leading to the Exile



	Outline
	Late Divided Kingdom and Solitary Kingdom



	Key Verse


	So the LORD said, "I will remove Judah also from my presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, 'There shall my Name be.'" (2nd Kings 23:27, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	First Chronicles: David’s Kingdom



	Background
	Written after the Exile and Return, around 400 BC



	Theme
	The establishment of  the Davidic Kingship



	Outline
	Genealogy from Creation to Exile and the Kingship of David



	Key Verse


	"When your days are over and you go to be with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my love away from him, as I took it away from your predecessor. I will set him over my house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever."

(1st Chron 17:11-14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Chronicles: The Kingdom of Judah



	Background
	Written after the Exile and Return, around 400 BC



	Theme
	Continuance of Davidic Kingship and Temple Worship



	Outline
	Solomon’s Reign and Judah’s Kings



	Key Verse


	"If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." (2nd Chron 7:14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Ezra: Return from Exile



	Background
	Ezra records returns from exile of 538 and 458 BC



	Theme
	The LORD restores a remnant of Israel



	Outline
	Returns under Zerubbabel and Ezra



	Key Verse


	
"For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel." (Ezra 7:10, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Nehemiah: Building Walls



	Background
	Record of a third return under Nehemiah, 444-425 BC



	Theme
	God establishes the returns from exile



	Outline
	Restoration of the Wall and Restoration of the People



	Key Verse


	"They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read." (Neh 8:8, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Esther: Queen of Persia



	Background
	Events 483-473 BC during the life of Esther, Jewish Queen of Persia



	Theme
	God's preservation of the dispersed Jews



	Outline
	Threat to the Jews and Triumph of the Jews



	Key Verse


	"If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Job: Suffering of the Righteous



	Background


	Set in the time of the Patriarchs

	Theme


	The suffering of the righteous

	Outline


	Satan’s test, Job’s dialogs with his advisors, and God’s response

	Key Verse


	"I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 
And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God." (Job 19:25-26, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Psalms: Hymnbook of Israel



	Background


	A collection of independent writings over a few centuries

	Theme


	The Hymnbook of Israel

	Outline


	Five collections

	Key Verse


	"May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Ps 19:14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Proverbs: Wisdom for Daily Life



	Background


	Collected and written by Solomon

	Theme


	Worldly and spiritual wisdom

	Outline


	Proverbs for the Young, for Everyone, and for Leaders

	Key Verse


	"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight." (Prov 3:5-6, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Ecclesiastes: Search for Meaning



	Background


	Written by Solomon concerning his own search for the meaning of life

	Theme


	The futility of life “under the sun”

	Outline


	Introduction, Limits of Human Effort, Limits of Human Wisdom, Conclusion



	Key Verse


	"... Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil."

(Eccles 12:13-14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Song of Songs: The Value of Love



	Background


	Written by Solomon. My approach is to take it as being about human love,

NOT primarily as an allegorical or typical picture of the church and Christ



	Theme


	The value of covenant love

	Outline


	Mutual admiration, Bride’s two dreams, Groom’s praise, Mutual expressions of love

	Key Verse


	"Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned." (Song 8:7, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Isaiah: Exile and Hope



	Background


	Before and following the Northern Kingdom’s fall,

Isaiah prophesied that Judah would go into exile for its apostasy



	Theme
	The coming exile and hope of return



	Outline
	Retribution and Restoration



	Key Verse


	""We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Isa 53:6, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Jeremiah: Judgment and Restoration



	Background
	Before and after the fall of the Southern Kingdom (586 BC) Jeremiah warns

of God's judgment and urges submission to Babylon as the LORD's agent



	Theme
	Coming judgment, exile, and restoration



	Outline
	Judgment on Judah, Judgment on the Nations



	Key Verse


	"For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and spoke to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I command you, that it may go well with you. But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward and not forward." (Jer 7:22-24, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Lamentations: Mourning Songs



	Background
	Written by Jeremiah Following the Destruction of Jerusalem (586 BC)



	Theme
	Mourning after God's Judgment on Jerusalem



	Outline
	Grief, the Cause, Hope, Repentance, and Prayer



	Key Verse


	"Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness." (Lam 3:22-23, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title
	Ezekiel: Purposes of God



	Background
	Ezekiel was taken to Babylon (597 BC) before the fall of Jerusalem

and ministered to the exiles



	Theme
	The purposes of God revealed through judgment and blessing



	Outline
	Before, during, and after the exile



	Key Verse


	"This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 'On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt.'" (Ezek 36:33, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Daniel: Control of the Nations



	Background


	Before the final fall of Jerusalem, Daniel and his friends are taken as hostages

to Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar



	Theme
	God's control of the nations



	Outline
	Daniel’s History, Future of the Nations, and Future of Israel



	Key Verse


	"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever." (Dan 2:44, NIV)





	Book, Sub-title


	Hosea: The Unfaithful Wife



	Background
	The one writing prophet of the Northern Kingdom, his ministry centered in the quarter of a century preceding the fall of that kingdom in 722 BC



	Theme
	Spiritual Adultery



	Outline
	Hosea's marriage, Israel's unfaithfulness and judgment, Restoration



	Key Verse


	"... my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children." (Hosea 4:6, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Joel: The Locusts



	Background
	Possibly written around 830 BC during reign of Joash

on the occasion of a double plague of locusts and drought



	Theme
	The Great and Terrible Day of the LORD


	Outline
	Locusts prefigure Day of the LORD, Blessings and Judgments



	Key Verse


	"The LORD thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?" (Joel 2:11, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Amos: The Farmer Prophet



	Background
	At the height of power for the Northern Kingdom under Jeroboam II, approx. 760 BC, Amos preaches impending judgments



	Theme
	Impending judgment due to social injustice, moral decline, and spiritual apostasy



	Outline
	Judgments on Nations, 3 judgments on Israel, 5 Visions, future restoration



	Key Verse


	"But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel!'" (Amos 7:15)




	Book, Sub-title


	Obadiah: The Evil Twin



	Background
	The Edomites aided the enemies of Israel, either around 845 BC or 586 BC



	Theme
	Although a related nation, Edom gloated over Jerusalem's defeat



	Outline
	Judgment on Edom and Restoration for Israel



	Key Verse


	"The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head." (Obad 1:15, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Jonah: The Reluctant Prophet



	Background
	Jonah preached about 760 BC while Ninevah was an enemy of Judah



	Theme
	God's concern for a pagan nation



	Outline
	Jonah flees, prays, preaches, and complains



	Key Verse


	"He prayed to the LORD, 'O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.'" (Jonah 4:2, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Micah: The Trial of Israel



	Background
	Micah prophesied to both kingdoms before and after

the destruction of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC



	Theme
	Judgment and Restoration



	Outline
	Judgment, Hope through the coming one, God's Lawsuit



	Key Verse


	"He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore." (Micah 4:3, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Nahum: The Fall of Ninevah



	Background


	Nahum preached against Ninevah prior to its fall (612 BC)



	Theme
	God will judge the arrogance and cruelty of Assyria



	Outline
	Judgment Proclaimed, Accomplished, and Explained



	Key Verse


	"The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, 8 but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of; he will pursue his foes into darkness." (Nahum 1:7-8, NIV)





	Book, Sub-title


	Habakkuk: The Master of Babylon



	Background
	Habakkuk is dismayed at the sin in Judah prior to the invasion by Babylon



	Theme
	God is the Master of History and the Nations



	Outline
	Sin in Judah, God’s Use of Babylon, Praise to God



	Key Verse


	"For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea." (Hab 2:14, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Zephaniah: The Day of the Lord



	Background
	Zephaniah's preaching (about 630-625 BC) led to revival during the reign of King Josiah



	Theme
	The Great and Coming Day of the LORD


	Outline
	Judgment and Restoration



	Key Verse


	"Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD's anger." (Zeph 2:3, NIV)




	Background
	Haggai: Rebuild the Temple



	Theme
	A call to renewed effort in restoring the Temple in Jerusalem



	Outline
	The Temple and Blessings of God



	Key Verse


	"'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Almighty." (Hag 2:9, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Zechariah: Get Ready for the Messiah



	Background
	Zechariah preached at the time of Haggai and possibly for fifty years (520-470 BC)



	Theme
	God's program for his people leading to the coming of the Messiah



	Outline
	Eight Visions, Four Messages, and Two Burdens



	Key Verse


	"Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." (Zech 9:9, NIV)





	Book, Sub-title


	Malachi: The Last Prophet



	Background
	The last prophet condemned prevalent sin in Judah.

Four hundred years of silence followed his messages (432-425 BC)



	T

Theme
	Cynical and Empty Worship of God



	Outline
	Sins of the Priests and People and Promises for the future



	Key Verse


	"'See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,' says the LORD Almighty." (Mal 3:1, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Matthew: Jesus the Messiah-King



	Background


	Matthew records the life of Jesus about 3 decades after his resurrection, directed to the Jews



	Theme


	The Gospel of the Messiah-King

	Outline


	Offer of the King and Rejection of the King

	Key Verse


	"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matt 28:18-20, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Mark: Jesus the Servant-Redeemer



	Background


	Mark records the life of Jesus about 3 decades after his resurrection, directed to the Romans



	Theme


	Jesus the Servant-Redeemer

	Outline


	The Servant and the Sacrifice

	Key Verse


	"... Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (Mark 10:43-45, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Luke: Jesus the Perfect Man



	Background


	Luke records the life of Jesus about 3 decades after his resurrection, written for Greeks



	Theme


	Jesus the Perfect Man

	Outline


	Seeking the Lost and Saving the Lost

	Key Verse


	"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." (Luke 19:10, NIV)


	Book, Sub-title


	John: Jesus the Son of God



	Background


	John tells the story of Jesus around 90 AD, for ALL men

	Theme


	Jesus the Son of God

	Outline


	Seven Miracles, The Upper Room, the Supreme Miracle

	Key Verse


	"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Acts: Establishment of the Church



	Background


	Luke continues his Gospel to cover the Acts of the Apostles (29-62 AD)

	Theme


	Establishment of the Church

	Outline


	Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and Unto the Ends of the Earth

	Key Verse


	"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Romans: The Gift of Righteousness



	Background


	Paul writes to the Roman church from Corinth around 57 AD

	Theme


	The gift of righteousness

	Outline


	Condemnation, Justification, Sanctification, Election, and Application

	Key Verse


	"But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." (Rom 3:21-24, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	First Corinthians: Transformed Lives



	Background


	Paul writes to the Corinthian church from Ephesus around 56 AD

	Theme


	The Gospel is to Transform Lives

	Outline


	Divisions, Sexual Misconduct and Questions

	Key Verse


	"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body." (1 Cor 6:19-20, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Second Corinthians: Paul’s Defense



	Background


	Paul writes to the Corinthian church from Macedonia around 56 AD

	Theme


	Defense of Paul’s Ministry and Authority

	Outline


	Paul’s Character, a Collection for the Saints, and Paul’s Credentials

	Key Verse


	"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" (2 Cor 5:17, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Galatians: The Gospel of Grace



	Background


	Paul writes to the Galatian Church, possibly from Syrian Antioch, around 49 AD



	Theme


	The Gospel of Grace

	Outline


	Defense of Paul's Apostleship, Salvation by Grace, and Christian Liberty



	Key Verse


	"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery." (Gal 5:1, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Ephesians: The Church Body



	Background


	Paul writes to the Ephesian church while a prisoner in Rome about 60-61 AD

	Theme


	The Body of Christ (the Church)

	Outline


	Christian Privileges and Responsibilities



	Key Verse


	"From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work." (Eph 4:16, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Philippians: Joy in the Midst of Trouble



	Background


	Paul gives thanks to the Philippian church from a Roman jail around 62 AD

	Theme


	Joy and encouragement in the midst of difficulty

	Outline


	Afflictions, Humility, Knowledge, and Peace



	Key Verse


	"For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain." (Phil 1:21, NIV)


	Book, Sub-title


	Colossians: Christ is Supreme



	Background


	Paul writes to the Colossian church from a Roman jail around 60-61 AD

	Theme


	Christ is supreme and His salvation is complete

	Outline


	What Christ did for us and what Christ does through us



	Key Verse


	"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority." (Col 2:9-10, NIV)




	Background


	First Thessalonians: Encouragement



	Theme


	Paul commends the Thessalonians and encourages them to excel

	Outline


	The Thessalonians’ History and Looking to the Future



	Key Verse


	"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever." (1Thes 4:16-17, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Thessalonians: Comfort and Correction



	Background


	Paul again writes to the Thessalonian church from Corinth around 51 AD

	Theme


	Paul gives the Thessalonians both comfort and correction

	Outline


	Persecutions, the Day of the Lord and Exhortations



	Key Verse


	"For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming." (II Th 2:7-8, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	First Timothy: Leadership Manual



	Background


	Paul wrote to Timothy (in Ephesus) from Macedonia around 62-63 AD

	Theme


	A leadership manual for Timothy

	Outline


	False Doctrine, Proper Worship, False Teachers, Duties to Others, and Proper Motives



	Key Verse


	"If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth." (1 Tim 3:15, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Timothy: Spiritual War



	Background


	Paul wrote to Timothy (in Ephesus) from a Roman jail around 67 AD

	Theme


	Paul encourages Timothy to endure and fight the spiritual fight

	Outline


	Persevere in Present Testings and Future Testings



	Key Verse


	"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." (2 Tim 3:16-17, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Titus: Running the Church



	Background
	Around 63 AD Paul writes to Titus in Crete from Corinth



	Theme
	Organizing the young Cretan church



	Outline
	Appointing Elders and Setting Things in Order



	Key Verse


	"The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you." (Titus 1:5, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Philemon: Return of a Slave



	Background


	Paul writes to Philemon (in Colossia) from jail in Rome

	Theme


	Paul sends Onesimus, an escaped slave and new believer, back to his master

	Outline


	A Prayer, Petition and Promise



	Key Verse


	"I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains." (Phile 1:10, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Hebrews: The Superiority of Christ



	Background


	An author (unknown to us) encouraged Jewish believers to grow in Christ around 64-68 AD



	Theme


	The superiority of Christ

	Outline


	Superiority of Christ's Person and  Work, and the Christian's Walk



	Key Verse


	"The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven." (Heb 1:3, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	James: Working Faith



	Background


	James, the brother of Jesus, encourages Jewish believers around 46-49 AD

	Theme


	Putting faith to work

	Outline


	The Development, Works, and Power of Faith



	Key Verse


	“... faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2:17, NIV)


	Book, Sub-title


	First Peter: Response to Suffering



	Background


	From Rome (Babylon) the Apostle Peter addresses Christians

throughout Asia Minor, around 63-64 AD



	Theme


	The proper response to suffering

	Outline


	Holiness, Harmony and Humility



	Key Verse


	" Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed." (1 Pet 4:12-13, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Second Peter: Problems with Defectors



	Background


	From Rome, Peter warns christians in Asia Minor around 64-66 AD

	Theme


	Problems with false teachers and defectors

	Outline


	Holiness, Heresy and Hope



	Key Verse


	"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Pet 1:20-21, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	First John: Fellowship



	Background


	From Rome, Peter warns christians in Asia Minor around 64-66 AD

	Theme


	Problems with false teachers and defectors

	Outline


	Holiness, Heresy and Hope



	Key Verse


	"We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.' (I John 1:3, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Second John: Walking in Truth



	Background


	John, from Ephesus, to a 'Chosen Lady' around 90 AD

	Theme


	Faithful walking in love

	Outline


	Practice and Protect the Truth



	Key Verse


	" I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another." (2nd John 1:5, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Third John: Hospitality



	Background


	John, from Ephesus, to Gaius in Asia Minor around 90 AD

	Theme


	Hospitality

	Outline


	Gratitude to Gaius and the Dangers of Diotrephes

	Key Verse


	"Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God." (3 John 1:11, NIV)



	Book, Sub-title


	Jude: Contend for the Faith



	Background


	Jude, the brother of Jesus, warns of libertines around 68-80 AD

	Theme


	Contending for the true faith

	Outline


	Description Of and Defense Against False Teachers

	Key Verse


	"Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints." (Jude 1:3, NIV)




	Book, Sub-title


	Revelation: The Culmination of History



	Background


	From exile on the island of Patmos, John relays a prophetic word

to seven churches in Asia Minor around 95-96 AD



	Theme


	The culmination of world history

	Outline


	Jesus, Seven Churches, Seals, Trumpets, Bowls, the Millennium, and the Final State

	Key Verse


	"Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later." (Rev 1:19, NIV)




